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SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER USHER ON UNGA SPECIAL SESSION 

1. IVORY COAST FOREIGN MINISTER USHER HAS EXPRESSED TO ME 
(ON FEB 18) HIS HOPE THAT FORTHCOMING UNGA SPECIAL SESSION 

(1) WILL DEAL WITH PRIMARY PRODUCTS GENERALLY, NOT JUST PETROLEUM, 
AND (2) THAT SECY OF STATE KISSINGER WILL TAKE STRONG LEAD IN 
FAVOR OF ASSURING POOR COUNTRIES FAIR AND SUSTAINED PRICES FOR THEIR 
RAW MATERIAL EXPORTS. USHER THINKS SECRETARY IS IN EXCELLENT 
POSITION TO RESTORE US STANDING IN THIRD WORLD IN THIS REGARD. 

2. USHER POINTS OUT THAT, WELL BEFORE AND APART FROM OIL CRISIS, 

US HAD ACQUIRED REPUTATION AT UNCTAD AND ELSEWHERE OF BEING 
ESSENTIALLY INDIFFERENT IF NOT HOSTILE TO VIEW OF THIRD WORLD RAW 
MATERIAL PRODUCERS, WHILE FRANCE HAS BEEN ABLE TO APEAR AS THEIR 
CHAMPION. SECRETARY KISSINGER, HOWEVER, HAS NOT PREVIOUSLY 
BEEN ASSOCIATED IN 

MINDS OF PRODUCERS WITH US ECONOMIC POLICIES, 

WHEREAS IN OTHER RESPECTS HE HAS ACQUIRED REPUTATION FOR NOTHING 
SHORT OF GENIUS FOR DIPLOMATIC SUCCESSES HE HAS SO FAR ACHIEVED. 
THUS HE HAS UNPARALLEDLED OPPORTUNITY TO RESTORE US LEADERSHIP IN 
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WORLD. 

3. USHER HAS OF COURSE IVORY COAST’S OWN DILEMMA IN MIND. ON ONE 
HAND IVORY COAST DEPENDS HEAVILY FOR ITS ECONOMIC HEALTH ON EXPORTS 
OF COFFEE, COCOA, TIMBER AND OTHER TROPICAL PRODUCTS. ITS ECONOMY 

IS HIGHLY SENSITIVE TO FLUCTUATIONS IN WORLD MARKET FOR THESE EXPORTS. 

ON OTHER HAND IT HAS, LIKE SO MANY OTHERS, BEEN HURT BY RAPID 
INCREASE IN WORLD OIL PRICES AND IS FEELING NO GREAT SYMPATHY THESE 
DAYS, TO SAY THE LEAST, FOR ARAB OIL PRODUCERS. 

4. WHILE NOT DIRECTLY CRITICIZING FRANCE, USHER MADE IT CLEAR HE 
HAD NO SYMPATHY FOR GO-IT-ALONE APPROACHES HITHERTO EMPLOYED BY 
WESTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES IN DEALING WITH ARABS. WEST'S MISTAKE, 

HE SAID, WAS TO DISPLAY WEAKNESS AND DIVISION IN CONFRONTING ARABS 
AT OUTBREAK OF OIL PANIC. AFRICANS HAD LEARNED SAME LESSON ABOUT 
ARABS, FOR EXAMPLE WHEN THEY EXPLOITED RECENT AFRICAN 
DISUNITY TO DICTATE 

OAU'S PRO-ARAB PRONOUNCEMENTS ON PALESTINE QUESTION. 

5. ESCALATION OF OIL PRICES AND RESULTING INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
UNCERTAINTIES HAVE ALARMED IVORIANS ABOUT THREAT TO THEIR OWN 
ECONOMIC GROWTH AND USHER IS CLEARLY IN FAVOR OF RATIONAL INTERNATIONAL 

EFFORT ENVISAGED BY US TO RESTORE EQUILIBRIUM. BUT HIS POINT IS THAT 
IVORY COAST AMONG MANY OTHER THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES WILL FIND IT 
MUCH EASIER TO SUPPORT US EFFORTS IF WE IN TURN SHOW DEGREE 
OF SYMPATHY TOWARD THEIR EXPORT INTERESTS HE FEELS HAS HITHERTO 
BEEN LACKING. 
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